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Daniel G P-nnington, Chairman ) , 
Robert Frazee, Vice Chair— nn 
California Integrated Waste Management Board 
8300 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 

Dear Chair= Pennington and Vice Chairman Frazee: 

This letter is intended as a follow up and update to CDFA's letter dated February 20, 1997. As 
you are aware, we undertook to look at three areas idendfieti by our mutual staffs: potential 
rezulatory overlap, concerns regarding health and safety, and any gaps existing with the science. 

Ash: 

Potential regulatory overlap: It is CDFA's role to define a "beneficial aghcuiturai use." CDFA 
already revalates ash in the form of wood fiy ash as a fer:iiizincr material (Food and Agricultural 
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Code Section 14512). Absent further regulatory or statutory development, no other activities or 
metre--ials would be considered beneficial uses for azricuiture. Where its pronosed use is as a 
herbicide, these uses should be cleared with the Deoar=ent of Pesticide Rezniation. 

Concerns regarding health and safety. CDFA has and. as an on-zoinz process, will continue 
to review exposure effects to workers, SnirrInIS and consumers. Since, this material will be 
used as a fe-Tiii74ila material (Food and Agricultural Code Section 14533) it will be subjected to 
the on-Joins risk assessment which is being conducted for heavy metals as ider.hfied by 
?toposition 65. In addition. it must meet rminirrtn."-Ilabeast recuirernents as idearafeci in Title 3, 
California Code of Reguiadons. Sections 2300 through  7=26. T ikf-wise, it may not exceed 7  i Tr i LS 

defined in those sections for prescribed constituents. 

Gaps existing in the science. CDFA believes this can be addressed through the process in place 
for traditional ferrili7iTtc,  rrmreriais. 

General Regulatory Framework: 

The Food and Az-no:akin-al Code contains intent language which provides for promoting the 
distribution of effective and safe fertiliv:na rnstPriais essential forthe production of food and 
fiber,	 for assurance to the consumer of co=P—'al fertilizers, azriculturai mine—als, providing 
packaged soil amendments, and auxiliary soil and plant substances that the product purchased is 
provenly identified, and providing assurance of the validity of the quality and quantity 
rerzesented by the manufacoarer of these products. 
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CDF.A. has been enforcing this Code section since its inception. Therefore, as a generic 
framework for future materials, CDFA believes that when a recycled material is being proposed 
for use in a...culture, the existing Food and Azriculture Codes and regulations be used as the 
determinant for beneficial azricultural use. If the manufacturers of the recycled materials want to 
expand uses into azriculture beyond what currently exists in statute, they may address their issues 
with CDFA. This should preclude problems of rezulatory overlap and allow for the appropriate 
regulation of agricultural activities by CDFA. 

We look forward to the continued joint efforts by our respecdve Departments. Again. I would 
like to commend the efforts of Elliot Block and Ralph Chandler of your staff. Please don't 
hesitate to call upon us if our input would be helpful to your deliberations. 

Sincerely, 

A.J. Yates 
• Undersecretary 

cc: Mr. Paul Reis, Board Member, =MB 
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